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ing illustrations which actually illustrate the text. Portraits, caricatures, 
autographs, reproductions of broadsides, maps, plans, views, make up 
the list. It is perhaps natural that a work which concerns itself so 
largely with personalities should lean toward portraiture. More than 
half of the illustrations in this first volume— and this does not reckon 
caricatures — are portraits; and this in spite of the fact that we have 
here the third chapter, whose illustration depends almost wholly on maps 
and views. Not so abundantly illustrated as the publication with which 
one naturally compares it, Green's Short History, the present edition, 
therefore, seems to lie somewhere between such a work as that and the 
volumes of pure portraiture. No two persons in the world would ever 
agree exactly on what should be included or emphasized in such a col- 
lection, and it would be useless, in consequence, therefore, even to indi- 
cate what might have been omitted or put in. The beautiful execution 
of the colored plates makes one long for more ; the splendid color of the 
Jeffreys would perhaps warrant the exclusion of other figures ; but from 
a decorative and even, perhaps, an historical standpoint one might be 
reconciled to sparing Wren for a better portrait of a greater man. Yet, 
when all is said, this new edition is not merely sumptuous, it is satis- 
factory. To the admirer of Macaulay it is something more, for it can 
have no higher praise than to say the illustrations are worthy of the 
text ; and there will be many who, like the reviewer, will doubtless look 
forward to the quarterly appearance of this splendid book with eager 
anticipation. 

W. C. A. 

Preussens Staatsvertrdge aus der Regierungsseit Konig Friedrich 
Wilhelms I. Herausgegeben von Dr. Victor Loewe, Kgl. 
Archivar. [Publikationen aus den K. Preussischen Staats- 
archiven, siebenundachtzigster Band.] (Leipzig: S. Hirzel. 
1913. Pp. xiv, 499.) 

In 1867 Dr. Theodor von Moerner published a volume entitled Kur- 
brandenburgs Staatsvertrage von 1601 bis 1700, mostly made up of sum- 
maries of treaties but including some texts. In 1878 it was announced 
that the administration of the Prussian State Archives would continue 
von Moerner's work by publishing the treaties to which Prussia was a 
party in the eighteenth century. This promise is partially fulfilled by 
Dr. Loewe's edition of Prussian treaties of the reign of King Frederick 
William I. (1713-1740). We can perhaps best estimate Dr. Loewe's 
volume by comparing it with other editions of similar texts. 

The best general collections of treaties, such as J. Dumont's Corps 
Universel Diplomatique, are far from satisfying the needs of historians. 
Dumont, for example, omits a great many treaties, prints others in 
translation or without their separate or secret articles, or so imperfectly 
that none of his texts can be depended upon as verbatim reproductions 
of the originals. Many of the national collections of treaties are more 
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satisfactory. In these the texts are usually arranged in one of two 
ways — either in one chronological order throughout, or else the treaties 
concluded with each several nation are brought together into a group, 
chronologically arranged. The best collections include exact and com- 
plete texts, taken, if possible, from the original manuscript treaty, bear- 
ing the signatures of the plenipotentiaries. As a rule they state the 
place and time of the ratification of treaties ; the archives where manu- 
script texts are preserved; and, in some cases, give references to, or a 
selection from, pertinent state papers. Several of the best collections 
also include historical introductions, which, as in F. Martens's Recueil 
des Traites conclus par la Russie, or the Austrian treaties published 
by the Kommission fur Neuere Geschichte Oesterreichs, form an im- 
portant contribution to historical literature and enormously enhance the 
usefulness of the collection. 

Among these national collections, Dr. Loewe's volume must be as- 
signed a very high but not the highest place. The plan of the book — for 
which the editor is probably not responsible — seems less excellent than 
that adopted in the Austrian and Russian series mentioned above. In 
both these series, treaties are grouped according to the countries with 
which they were concluded ; in the Prussian volume all the treaties dating 
from one reign are arranged chronologically. This latter is indeed the 
natural order, but in a collection of this kind, is less manageable 
editorially. Thus the editor of a volume of topographically arranged 
treaties needs to examine state papers in the archives of only one foreign 
country; whereas the editor of a strictly chronological series must visit 
many foreign archives — or none. The only manuscript materials used 
by Dr. Loewe for his historical introductions are the state papers in the 
Privy State Archives at Berlin. His longer introductions, prefacing the 
most important treaties, are excellent; but some of the shorter ones are 
so compressed that they tend to become little more than juiceless state- 
ments of the dates of the presentation of drafts and counterdrafts, and 
other important stages of the negotiations. There are no introductions 
to the postal treaties or to some others of greater interest. Altogether 
the introductions form only one-tenth of the book instead of about one- 
half as in Pribram's volume of treaties between Austria and England. 

But although not the best of its kind, Dr. Loewe's book ranks among 
the best. He has brought together a practically complete series of the 
texts of public treaties concluded by Prussia between 1713 and 1739, 
including postal treaties, cartels, some treaties with private persons, and 
at least one with a foreign company — the Dutch West India Company 
(no. 44). Of his 108 documents only forty were, it is believed, already 
in print. He indicates where any of his texts have been previously pub- 
lished, and, briefly, the literature that explains their purport; he refers 
to related state papers in the Privy State Archives at Berlin, and adds 
valuable notes, many drawn from these state papers. His book is a 
serviceable instrument, for which students of the diplomatic and political 
history of the period will be grateful. p. G. Davenport. 



